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nuptials of her royal mistress with the king of France, which
were solemnized with great poinp in the church of Abbeville.
After the ceremony was over, there was a sumptuous banquet,
at which the queen's English ladies were feasted, and received
especial marks of respect. But the next day, October 10, the
scene changed, and, to the consternation imd sorrow of the young
queen, and the lively indignation of her followers, all were dis-
missed by the king her husband, and ordered to return home.
Art TIP Bolejii and two other ladies were the only exceptions to this
sweeping sentence. Her skill in the French language wa.s doubt-
less the reason of her detention, and in this she must have been
very serviceable to her royal mistress, who, bub for her company,
would have been left a forlorn stranger in her own court.

After the death of Louis XII., Anne Boleyn, instead of returning
to En gland with the royal widow queen Mary, entered the service
of the consort of Francis I., queen Claude, the daughter of the
deceased king Louis XII. This princess, who was a truly amiable
and excellent woman, endeavoured to revive all the moral re-
straints and correct demeanour of the court of her mother, .Anne
of Bretagne. Queen Claude was always surrounded by a number
of young ladies, who walked in procession with her to church, and
formed part of her state whenever she appeared in public. In
private, she directed their labours at the loom or embroidery-frame,
and endeavoured, by every means in her power, to give a virtuous
and devotional bias to their thoughts and conversation.

Anne Boleyn returned to England, according to the most
authentic accounts, in the year 1522. A dispute had arisen
between her father and the male heirs of the Butlers for the
inheritance of the last earl of Wiltshire, Anne's great-grand-
father, which, had proceeded to such a height that the earl of
Surrey suggested to the king that the best way of composing
their differences would be by a matrimonial alliance between a
daughter of sir Thomas Boleyn and the heir of his opponent, sir
Piers Butler. Henry agreed, and directed Wolsey to bring about
the marriage. Anne's sister. Mary Boleyn, had been married to
William Carey nine months before Wolsey received this commis-
sion, in November 1521; therefore Anne was recalled from France
for the purpose of being made the bond of peace. She was then
twenty years of age. The first time Henry saw her after her
return to England was in her father's garden at Hever, where
he encountered her by accident, and admiring her beauty and
graceful demeanour entered into conversation with her, and was
so much charmed with her sprightly wit, that on his return to
Westminster he told Wolsey " that he had been discoursing with